
MY WALK AROUND 
MANCHESTER
I hope you enjoy looking at my photographs as much as 
I enjoyed taking them. As part of my #LongCovid
recovery, Allison decided we would go for a slow walk 
around Manchester city centre, with a few pitstops 
along the way so as not to tire me out. 

I love my home city (though it’s definitely quieter than 
my last visit in February) and the blend of old and new; 
historic and modern. 

Enjoy…

August 2020

Andrew Gwynne MP

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/longcovid?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWN_JkFRMdZNVltoe5mmT1--WvaqN3O27rMeToEDS2XpbqOQC8lgHsUlOWGqXx5hMWkBky9SRsonr2uTRn8c-B576mtjkRTddcpT1aNgOsaZAJTKG1LcXokiTXs2dDX_uRf-fmNVE2hoFBYQ3E45ESjsBIbdeIQju2_F93CWzVKnqIP3KcB7Um9IQHx7x4d9Ck&__tn__=*NK-y-R
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We parked in a car park at the 
back of the Manchester Arena. 

Much of the area around 
Strangeways and the old 
Boddington’s brewery is up for 
redevelopment, I’m not sure 
the surface car parks will be 
here for much longer. This is the 
view from our car park, looking 
over the River Irwell to 
Manchester’s sister city, Salford. 

My grandad was a proud 
Salfordian. I’m not sure he’d 
recognise the Chapel Street and 
Greengate area today!
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Manchester Cathedral. 

There’s been a place of worship 
on (or close) to this site for 
almost 1,000 years. 

The present church building 
dates to 1421 when 
Manchester was elevated to a 
Collegiate Church. 

It became a Cathedral when the 
Diocese of Manchester was 
formed in 1847.
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Another view of the medieval 
Manchester Cathedral. 

It’s dedicated to St George, St 
Mary and St Denys.
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At the side of the Cathedral, in 
front of the Hanging Bridge 
(more of that in the next photo) 
is a new addition to the area. 

It’s a statue of Gandhi.
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This is the Hanging Bridge. Like 
the Cathedral, it dates to 
around 1421 and spans the 
Hanging Ditch which, along 
with the Rivers Irk and Irwell 
surrounded the church (now 
Cathedral) and the medieval 
Manor House (later the College 
of the Collegiate Church and 
now Chetham’s School) as a 
natural moat. The Cathedral 
Visitor Centre stands on top of 
the bridge, on a narrow street 
also called Hanging Bridge. 

You can see the full span of the 
arches in the basement of the 
Visitor Centre, which is now a 
cafeteria.



6

The Old Shambles. 

These two old pubs - The Old 
Wellington Inn and Sinclair’s 
Oyster Bar were once part of 
the Old Shambles in 
Manchester’s medieval Market 
Place. 

The name Shambles (as in York) 
indicates the area was once the 
site of slaughterhouses and 
butchers’ shops. 

These pubs have been 
relocated twice in their history: 
Once as part of the Shambles 
Square redevelopment in the 
1970s, and then to their 
present location following the 
1996 IRA bomb.
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New Cathedral Street links the 
medieval quarter with St. Ann’s 
Square. 

It was created after the 1996 
IRA bomb and replaced the 
rather brutalist 1970s concrete 
Shambles Square development 
which had severed the 
Cathedral from the shopping 
areas of Manchester.
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The Royal Exchange is the old 
Cotton Exchange and the 
current building was 
constructed between 1867 and 
1931. It had the largest trading 
hall in England. 

The exchange closed in 1968. 
Today it’s the home to the Royal 
Exchange Theatre and shops.
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Barton Arcade is a Victorian 
shopping arcade built in 1871. 

It’s known as the ‘mini Crystal 
Palace’.
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St Ann’s Church and St Ann’s 
Square. St Ann’s Church dates 
to 1712 but this was possibly 
the site of Manchester’s first 
church in the 7th century. 

St Ann’s Square is officially the 
centre of Manchester, in that all 
road measurements to the city 
are from this point. 

Originally it was Acresfield, the 
site of the town’s annual fair. 

In the 18th century the area 
gentrified and was planned out 
as St Ann’s Square.
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St Ann’s Passage: a narrow 
passageway between St Ann’s 
Church and King Street.
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King Street, looking up to City 
Tower in Piccadilly Gardens. 

King Street was once the 
financial district of Manchester 
with many banks and financial 
institutions headquartered 
here. 

Today the financial sector has 
relocated to Spinningfields.
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Manchester’s Gothic Revival 
Town Hall is the headquarters 
of Manchester City Council. 

It was designed by Alfred 
Waterhouse and was built 
between 1868 and 1877. 

The clock tower houses 24 bells 
including the Great Hour Bell 
which is named ‘Great Abel’ 
after Abel Heywood, who was 
Mayor at the time of the official 
opening. 

The Town Hall is currently 
closed and undergoing a very 
substantial refurbishment 
programme. It is scheduled to 
reopen in 2024.
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The Manchester cenotaph, St 
Peter’s Square, designed by 
Edward Lutyens. 

Purely by luck we reach the 
Cenotaph at 10.57am. Today is 
VJ Day and the 75th 
Anniversary of the end of the 
Second World War. 

We are able to join a small 
number of military personnel 
who came to mark the occasion 
(in a socially distanced way) 
with a two minute silence at 
11am.
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The colonnade at Manchester 
Town Hall Extension on St 
Peter’s Square. 

This Art Deco building is a 
beautiful and complementary 
contrast to the old Town Hall 
and was built between 1934 
and 1938 to house the 
expanding operations of the 
City Council.
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St Peter’s Cross, St Peter’s 
Square. 

This marks where St Peter’s 
Church once stood. 

The church was built in 1788 
and demolished in 1907. 

It stood on the side of St peter’s 
Fields, the site of the 1819 
Peterloo Massacre.
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St Peter’s Square, looking 
across at the red terracotta 
Midland Hotel (1903) and 
Manchester Central Library 
(1934).

Charles Rolls and Henry Royce 
were introduced at the Midland 
Hotel in 1904, and went on to 
launch their luxury car business 
together, building the first Rolls 
Royce's in Manchester
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The Statue of Manchester 
suffragette Emmeline 
Pankhurst. 

It was only installed in 2018. 
Before this, there were no 
statues of any women in 
Manchester city centre except 
the Queen Victoria memorial in 
Piccadilly. 

A public contest was held to 
decide on the Pankhurst design. 
The various proposals were 
even put on display at the 
House of Commons.
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“Rise Up Women”
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Another new memorial. This time 
commemorating the 1819 Peterloo 
Massacre. It sits on Windmill Street, 
roughly where the stage was where 
Orator Henry Hunt addressed the masses 
about the need for democratic 
representation in towns like Manchester. 
The crowd was cut down by the local 
yeomanry. Hundreds were injured and 
18 people died.

The building at the rear is the 
Manchester Central Conference centre. 
It was built in 1880 as Manchester 
central Railway Station and closed in 
1969. 

In 1986 it reopened as the Greater 
Manchester Exhibition and Events Centre 
(or G-MEX) after an extensive 
redevelopment by the Greater 
Manchester Council. 

In the late 2000s, after a further 
redevelopment, it took its original name 
back! 

Today it has a temporary use as an NHS 
Nightingale Hospital for the Coronavirus 
pandemic.
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The Bridgewater Hall is the 
home of the Halle Orchestra. 

The concert hall was built in 
1996 by the Central 
Manchester Development 
Corporation to replace the free 
Trade Hall which is now a 
hotel.
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The Tower of Light is a very new 
structure, and part of a new 
renewable heat and power 
facility for the civic quarter.
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The Britons Protection is an old 
pub built in 1806 on the edge 
of St Peter’s Fields. If only bricks 
could talk… this building stood 
in full view of the Peterloo 
Massacre of 1819. 

There are very few buildings 
from this era left in the 
immediate neighbourhood. 

A real piece of Manchester 
social history!
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A lot of history here.
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A view up the Rochdale Canal, 
one of a number of waterways 
in Manchester city centre. 

A lot of redevelopment has 
taken place along the canals 
and rivers of Manchester. 

The building to the right stands 
on the site of the world famous 
Hacienda night club.
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A canal barge in lock 90 of the 
Rochdale Canal.

There are 92 locks in total up 
to the point where the 
Rochdale Canal meets the Duke 
of Bridgewater’s Canal in 
Castlefield.
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The area around the south of 
the city centre is undergoing a 
lot of redevelopment, including 
a cluster of skyscrapers with 
several more planned. 

The area between Castlefield
and Hulme is being dubbed 
‘Manc-hattan’.



28

The barge progressing through 
lock 90 of the Rochdale Canal.
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And through!
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Deansgate is a very old 
thoroughfare. 

It’s originally a Roman Road 
from Chester to the fort at 
Manchester. 

In medieval times it had the 
name Aldport Lane - Aldport (or 
“old town”) was the area we 
now know as Castlefield. It 
grew up outside the old Roman 
Fort of Mamucium. 

Sometime in the 800s after the 
Danish invasion, Manchester 
literally moved ½ a mile up 
Deansgate towards the present-
day cathedral, leaving 
Mamucium as the ‘old town’ or 
Aldport.



31

The Castlefield canal basin 
viewed from the Grocer’s 
Warehouse. 

A lot of redevelopment has 
taken place here, and as you 
can see, is continuing to take 
place. 

Once a rundown industrial 
backwater, Castlefield is now a 
very pleasant district of the city 
centre.
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Some of the high rise 
redevelopment taking place in 
Castlefield.
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In 1982 Castlefield was 
designated as Britain’s first 
Urban Heritage Park. 

As the birthplace of the 
industrial revolution in the city, 
and arguably in the world, this 
is a really historic district. Since 
the 1980s, many of the old 
mills, warehouses and industrial 
buildings have been converted 
into restaurants, bars, offices 
and apartments.
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The Merchant’s Warehouse 
(right) and the Castlefield Canal 
Basin.
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The Middle Warehouse, which 
is the largest on the basin, can 
be seen between the trees, 
with ‘Manc-hattan’ rising 
behind it.
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More of ‘Manc-hattan’ from 
Castlefield.
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Lock 92 of the Rochdale Canal. 
In the distance is (left) the 
Beetham Tower on Deansgate 
and (right) the Axis Tower next 
to Manchester Central.
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A canal barge at lock 92 of the 
Rochdale Canal in castlefield. 

We are at Dukes 92 in the 
piazza outside. 

Time for lunch.
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Another view of the Castlefield
Canal Basin and the new (and 
old) redevelopment.
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This is where the Rochdale 
Canal meets the Bridgewater 
Canal. 

The Bridgewater Canal is the 
oldest industrial canal in 
England. 

It dates to 1761 and was built 
to supply coal to the boom 
town of Manchester.
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Now this really is old and new 
in one photo: In the distance is 
the Beetham Tower. 

In the foreground, Mamucium, 
Roman Manchester. 

The fort was established as a 
station between York and 
Chester in 79AD by General 
Agricola. It remained in use for 
the next four centuries. 

There have been lots of 
excavations in this part of 
Manchester, and lots of Roman 
finds. 

The north gate of the fort was 
reconstructed in the 1980s.
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The north gate reconstruction 
and another new skyscraper. 

The remains in the foreground 
are part of the excavated Vicus 
(or civilian settlement) which 
lay outside the fort’s walls.

It’s believed one of the 
buildings was a house, one a 
pub and the other a shop.
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Liverpool Road Station - today 
part of the brilliant Museum of 
Science and Industry - is the 
world’s first passenger railway 
station. 

It was built in 1830 as the 
terminus for the Liverpool and 
Manchester railway.
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A plaque on 
Liverpool Road 
Station.
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Liverpool Road Station looking 
up Liverpool Road towards 
Deansgate and the Beetham 
Tower.
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St John’s Gardens is a lovely 
peaceful green oasis in the 
heart of the city. 

Originally the site of St John’s 
Church which was demolished 
in 1931. 

The gardens opened in 1932.
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St John’s Street is a 
conservation area between 
Deansgate and St John’s 
Gardens. 

It was planned as a merchant’s 
district in Georgian times as 
Manchester grew out from its 
medieval quarter at the top of 
Deansgate. 

Today it’s dubbed the ‘Harley 
Street of the north’ owing to a 
number of private doctors 
based in the area.
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Why a photo of two bollards 
you ask? 

Look carefully… they’re not 
bollards, they’re cannons. 

The next photo will explain 
some more.
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That’s right… in 1745 the 
Jacobite forces, led by ‘Bonny 
Prince Charlie’ arrived in 
Manchester. 

He was trying to take back the 
English and Scottish throne. 
They camped just outside 
Manchester in fields that later 
became known as Campfield. 

The area next to St John’s 
Gardens was used as a gun park 
for the artillery. I guess they left 
some behind!



50

The Spinningfield district is a 
new redevelopment of the area 
once occupied by the 
Manchester Evening News and 
Manchester College. 

It’s now the financial hub of 
Manchester, as well as the 
shopping and socialising 
quarter of the rich and famous!
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The Manchester Opera House 
on Quay Street. 

Who knew Back to the Future 
was now a stage show?? 

It’s one of my favourite films…
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A rather odd site outside of 
Kent, but as part of the 
redevelopment of 
Spinningfields, a Kentish Oast
House was relocated here, 
brick-by-brick, tile-by-tile, and 
is now a very popular pub and 
restaurant.
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Spinningfields.

Offices, pubs, restaurants and 
very expensive shops!



54

One of my favourite buildings is 
the John Rylands Library on 
Deansgate, next to 
Spinningfields. 

Built in 1900 it houses (in fine 
Gothic revival splendour) one 
of the world’s finest collections 
of books, manuscripts, maps 
and works of art. 

Today it’s part of the University 
of Manchester.
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View across Deansgate at the 
entrance to Spinningfields and 
the John Rylands Library.
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Looking up Deansgate. It’s now 
been closed off to traffic 
outside Kendal’s, the large Art 
Deco department store (part of 
House of Fraser) in an attempt 
to make it more pedestrian 
friendly post Covid 19.
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Back at King Street, this time 
the other end, at the junction 
with Deansgate. 

It really is quiet for a Saturday 
afternoon.
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And it’s fairly quiet at St Mary’s 
Gate outside the Arndale 
Centre, although it’s a bit busier 
up Market Street. 

This part of the Arndale Centre 
was heavily damaged in the 
1996 IRA bomb and extensively 
redeveloped. 

The old yellow tiles were 
removed and a modern facia 
with shop windows put in. 

A huge improvement on the 
original 1970s design!
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The link bridge between the 
Arndale Centre and Marks and 
Spencer/Selfridges at 
Corporation Street. 

Today only trams and 
pedestrians come down here. 
The pillar box is where the IRA 
bomb was detonated in 1996. 

Everything except the pillar box 
was destroyed!
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Sitting outside Caffe Nero at 
Exchange Square. 

The building in the distance is 
the old Corn Exchange
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Almost done a full circle: the 
Corn Exchange, Sinclair’s Oyster 
Bar and the Cathedral from 
Exchange Square.
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Back to the Old Shambles…
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And finally, at the east-end of 
the Cathedral, the Lancashire 
Madonna and Child. 

The Virgin Mary is dressed in a 
traditional cotton-spinner’s 
outfit. 

I love this city!


